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KMCPC Members: 

  Neil Sikora, Chair 
  Vince Carahaly, Vice-Chair 

  Martin Janssen, Secretary 

John Gisler/Tracy Hall, Commissioner Liaison 
Charles Alexander 

  Joel Amos 

Sandra Bliesener 
Steven Cook  

Heather Ricketts 

Barbara Sloan 
  Karl Westra  

 Minutes 

Kalamazoo Metropolitan County Planning Commission (KMCPC) 

Meeting of Thursday, August 3, 2017 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Charles Alexander, Joel Amos, Sandra Bliesener, Vince Carahaly, 

Steve Cook, John Gisler, Heather Ricketts, Neil Sikora, Barbara 

Sloan, Karl Westra 

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Martin Janssen, Tracy Hall 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Lotta Jarnefelt, Director of County Planning Dept. 

 

I. Call to Order 

Chair Sikora called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm in Room 207A at the Kalamazoo 

County Administration Building at 201 W. Kalamazoo Ave, Kalamazoo MI 49007. 

 

II. Members Excused 

Mr. Janssen and Ms. Hall were excused. 

 

III. Approval of Agenda 

Mr. Carahaly mentioned that he will also include an update from RPI (Regional 

Prosperity Initiative) Region 8 Prosperity Committee meeting under IX. SMPC Update. 

 

IV. Approval of Minutes 

The Commission reviewed the minutes of the last regular meeting held on June 1, 2017. 

Motion by Ms. Ricketts, seconded by Ms. Bliesener to approve the minutes. Motion 

carried.  

 

V. Citizens’ time 

No citizens present. 

 

VI. Old Business 

1. County Master Plan update 

Ms. Jarnefelt reported that the Master Plan work group had met three times and had 

finished the first round of review of the Plan. Edits will be forwarded to the consultant. A 

meeting is scheduled on August 16 with the working group and consultant to review the 

revised draft. Once a final draft is accepted by the workgroup, it will come to the full 

KMCPC board for its review and approval. From there the draft goes to the County 
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Board for review. After the County Board’s review and approval, the Draft Master Plan 

will be submitted to all the same local municipalities, neighboring counties and other 

organizations that received the initial Intent to Plan notification for their review and 

comments within a 63-day time frame. The comments will be reviewed and potential 

adjustments are made. The County Board will then hopefully approve the final plan. 

 

VII. New Business  

1. Review of draft Master Plan for the City of Kalamazoo (Imagine Kalamazoo 2015). 

The City of Kalamazoo took a new approach to this update of the Master Plan, also called 

Imagine Kalamazoo 2025 (IK). It is heavily based on previous research reports and 

analyses, and public input from a wide variety of events and sources. 

 

Planning Department Staff lists the following comments regarding the plan: 

1) Contents page should have more detail on subheadings in the document for easier 

orientation 

2) The “Imagine Kalamazoo at Work – organized by Strategic Vision Goals” chapter at 

the end of the Plan needs the same tag at the upper corners of the pages as the other 

chapters (such as the chapters called Introduction, Connected City, Great 

Neighborhoods) 

3) Colors of the Future Land Development Map and the map legend should be matching 

to make interpretation of the map easier. Legend page orientation would be easier to 

read if it was “portrait”, or ideally located on the map page itself. 

4) Page numbering should be continuous through the document (currently each chapter 

starts with page 1) 

5) Is the future Industrial Land use suitable for the area south of Schippers Lane? The 

land is currently not developed. The zoning is currently Industrial, but the land to the 

north shows as Residential and Park/Open Space/Recreation in the neighboring 

Kalamazoo Township future land use plans. 

6) References or web links to the housing, retail and urban growth studies referred to in 

the Enriched City Life chapter should be included. 

 

ON A MOTION MADE by Mr. Carahaly and DULY SECONDED by Ms. Sloan, the 

Planning Commission voted to RECOMMEND APPROVAL of the proposed Master 

Plan and determined that it is CONSISTENT with the planning and zoning of the 

neighboring governmental units in Kalamazoo County. Motion carried. 

 

Staff comments listed above to be included in the letter to the City.  

 

VIII. Parks Commission liaison update 
Ms. Bliesenser gave updates from the Parks Commission meeting, such as that 

improvements are made in Markin Glen County Park, and the mountain bike trail is a 

great success. The County Fair starts next week. The trail through Upjohn Park is done. 

The meetings are held in the various county parks during the summer months. 

 

IX. SMPC (Southcentral Michigan Planning Council) update 
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Mr. Carahaly provided an update of the SMPC as well as the Regional Prosperity 

Initiative (RPI) meetings. SMPC is preparing an application to be recognized as a formal 

organization to qualify for US EDA funds. It is also exploring a partnership with MEDC 

to provide technical assistance for the Redevelopment Ready program. Mr. Carahaly 

attended the annual meeting of regions in Alpena. The annual meeting will be hosted in 

Kalamazoo next year.  RPI is preparing a grant application to continue funding its 

functions with a focus on educational opportunities. 

 

X. Other Business/Discussion 

Ms. Jarnefelt confirmed that the KMCPC members are receiving emails from MAP – 

Michigan Association of Planning. There are many training opportunities listed in the 

emails. She asked anyone interested in training sessions to contact her so potential grant 

or other funds could be identified to help pay for planning related training.  

 

XI. Correspondence 

No correspondence to report, just the letter that accompanied the Kalamazoo City Master 

Plan. 

 

XII. Other 

No reports. 

 

XIII. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:03 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by L. Jarnefelt. Next KMCPC Meeting is scheduled for 

September 7, 2017. 


